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1140

Attribute
Habitat area

Conservation Objectives for : Galway Bay Complex SAC [000268]

Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Mudflats and sandflats not covered by
seawater at low tide in Galway Bay Complex SAC, which Is defined by the following list of
attributes and targets:

Hectares

Target Notes

The permanent habitat Habitat area was estimated using OSi data as 744ha
area Is stable or increasing,

subject to natural

processes. See map 3

Community
distribution

Hectares

16 Apr 2013

Conserve the following Based on intertidal surveys undertaken in 2009 and
community types in a 2010 {RPS, 2012). See marine supporting document
natural condition: Intertidal for further information

sandy mud community

complex; and Intertidal

sand community complex.

See map 7
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Conservation Objectives for : Galway Bay Complex SAC [000268]

1170 Reefs

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Reefs in Galway Bay Complex SAC,
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets:

Attribute Measure Target Notes

Distribution Occurrence The distribution of reefsis Based on information from 2009 and 2010 intertidal
stable or increasing, survey data and 2009 subtidal survey data
subject to natural {Aquafact, 2010a, b; RPS, 2012). See marine
processes. See map 6 for  supporting document for further details
mapped distribution

Habitat area Hectares The permanent habltat Habltat area estimated as 2773ha using 2009 and

area is stable, subject to 2010 intertidal survey data and 2009 subtidal survey
natural processes. See data (Aquafact, 20103, b; RPS, 2012)
map 6

Community extent Hectares Maintaln the extent of the  Area established from 2009 intertidal survey (RPS,
Mytifus-dominated reef 2012) '

community, subject to
natural processes. See

map 7
Community Individuals per m2 Conserve the high quality Based on intertidal survey 2009 (RPS, 2012) and
structure: Mytilus of the Mytilus-dominated  intertidal walkover 2012
density reef community, subject to

natural processes
Community Biological composition  Conserve the following Reef mapping based on information from 2009
structure community types in a subtidal reef survey (Aquafact, 2010b) and 2009 and

natural condition: Fucoid- 2010 Intertidal surveys {RPS, 2012}, See marine
dominated community supporting document for further details
complex; Laminaria-

dominated community

complex; and Shallow

sponge-dominated

community complex See

map 7
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Conservation Objectives for : Galway Bay Complex SAC [000268]

1220 Perennial vegetation of stony banks

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Perennial vegetation of stony banks
in Galway Bay Complex SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets:

Attribute Measure Target Notes

Habitat area Hectares Area stable or increasing,  Current area unknown. It was recorded from Rinville
subject to natural Point, Tawin Point and coastiine from Blackhead to
processes, including Carrickada during the National Shingle Beach Survey

erasion and succession (Moore and Wilson, 1999), but the extent was not
mapped. Two areas of vegetated shingle were
recorded during the Coastal Monitoring Project (Ryle
et al,, 2009): Bishopsquarter - 0.18ha and Barna
(Whitestrand) - 0.45ha. NB further unsurveyed
areas maybe present within the site. See coastal
habitats supporting document for further details

Habitat Occurrence No decline, or change in  Full distribution unmapped at present, although the
distribution habitat distribution, subject habitat has been recorded at Rinville Point, Tawin
to natural processes. See  Point and coastline from Blackhead to Carrickada
map 8 for mapped {Moore and Wilson, 1999). It has also been recorded
locations from Bama and Bishopquarter by Ryle et al. (2009).
See coastal habitats supporting document for further
details
Physical structure: Presencef absence of  Maintain the natural The Galway Bay shoreline supports good examples
functionality and  physical barriers circulation of sediment and of shingle beaches along the more exposed shores
sediment supply organic matter, without to the south and west of Galway dity and to the

any physical obstructlons  north-east of Finnavara, County Clare, Shingle
features are relatively stable in the longterm (Moore
and Wilson, 1999). See coastal habitats supporting

document for further detalls

Vegetation Occurrence Maintain range of coastal  Based on data from Maoore and Wilson (1999). See
structure; habitats including coastal habitats supporting document for further
zonation transitional zones, subject details

1o natural processes

including erosion and

succession
Vegetation Percentage cover ata  Maintain the typical Based on data from Moore and Wilson (1999), See
composition: representative sample  vegetated shingle flora coastal habitats supporting document for further
typical species of monitoring stops including the range of sub- details
and sub- communities within the
communitles different zones. Typical

species include sea

sandwort { Honckenya

peploides), sea beet (Beta

vulgaris ssp maritima),

rock samphire (Crithmum

marigmum), sea mayweed

( Tripleurospermum

mariimum), yellow-homed

poppy { Glauciurn flavum)

and sea campion (S¥ene

unifiora)
Vegetation Percentage cover Negative indicator species Based on data from Moore and Wilson {1999).
composition: (including non-natives) to  Negative indicators include non-native specles
negative indicator represent less than 5% indicative of changes in nutrient status and species
species cover not considered characteristic of the habitat. See

coastal habitats supporting dacument for further
details
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1 Objectives for : Galway Bay Complex SAC [000268]

Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae)

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Atlantic salt meadows ( Glauco-
Puccinellietalia maritimae) in Galway Bay Complex SAC, which is defined by the following

Target

Area increasing, subject to
natural processes,
including erosion and
succession. For sub-sites
mapped: Barna House -
2.33ha, Seaweed Point -
1.41ha, Roscam West and
South - 3.30ha, Oranmore
North - 4.24ha, Kilcalmin -
6.82ha, Tawin Island -
53.85ha, Tyrone House-
Dunbulcaun Bay - 9.83ha,
Kileenaran - 15.37ha,
Kinvara West - 13.33ha,
Scanlan's Island - 4.13ha.
See map 9

Notes

Based on data from Saltmarsh manitoring Project
(SMP) (McCorry, 2007; McCorry and Ryle, 2009).
Ten sub-sites that supported Atlantic salt meadow
were mapped (114.612ha) and additional areas of
potential saltmarsh (149.18ha) were identified by an
examination of aerial photographs, giving a total
estimated area of 263.80ha, NB further unsurveyed
areas maybe present within the site. See coastal
habitats supporting document for further details

list of attributes and targets:
Attribute Measure
Habitat area Hectares
Habitat Occurrence
distribution

No decline or change in

Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry

habitat distribution, subject and Ryle, 2009). See coastal habitats supporting

o natural processes, See

document for further details

map 9 for known

distribution
Physical structure: Presencef absence of  Maintain/restore natural  See coastal habitats supporting document for further
sediment supply  physical barriers circulation of sediments details

and organic matter,

without any physical

obstructions
Physical structure: Qccuirence Maintain creek and pan Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
creeks and pans structure, subject to and Ryle, 2009). The efficiency of sediment

natural processes, dirculation throughout a saltmarsh depends on the

including erosion and creek pattem, Creeks and pans are well developed

succession at both Tawin Island and Kileenaran. See coastal

habitats supporting dacument for further detalils

Physical structure: Hectares flooded; Maintain natural tidal See coastal habitats supporting document for further
flooding regime  frequency regime detalls
Vegetation Occurrence Maintain range of coastal  Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
structure; habitats including and Ryle, 2009). See coastal habitats supporting
zanation transitional zones, subject document for further details

to natural processes

including erosion and

succession
Vegetation Centimetres Maintain structural Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
structure: variation within sward and Ryle, 2009). See coastal habitats supporting
vegetation height document for further details
Vegetation Percentage cover ata  Maintain more than 90%  Based on data fram SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
structure: representative sample  area outside creeks and Ryle, 2009). See coastal habitats supporting
vegetation cover  of monitoring stops vegetated document for further details
Vegetation Percentage cover ata  Maintain range of sub- Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
composition: representative sample  communities with typical  and Ryle, 2009). See coastal habitats supporting
typical species of monitoring stops spedes lsted In SMP document for further details
and sub- {McCorry and Ryle, 2009)
communities
Vegetation Hectares There is currently no Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
structure: common cordgrass and Ryle, 2008). McCorry and Ryle, 2009), See
negative indicator (Spartina anglica) in this  coastat habitats supporting document for further
specles ~ Spartina SAC. Prevent detzils
anglica establishment of cordgrass

- _Vwerrsm 1
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Conservation Objectives for : Galway Bay Complex SAC [000268]

1410 Mediterranean sait meadows (Juncetalia maritimi)

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Mediterranean salt meadows
(Juncetalia maritimi) in Galway Bay Complex SAC, which is defined by the following list of
attributes and targets:

Attribute Measure Target Notes
Habitat area Hectares Area stable or Increasing,  Based on data from the Saltmarsh Monitoring
subject to natural Project (SMP) (McCorry, 2007; McCorry and Ryle,
processes, incuding 2009). Six sub-sites that support Mediterranean salt
erosion and succession. meadow were mapped (11.472ha) and additional
For sub-sites mapped: areas of potential saltmarsh (8.415ha) were
Bama House - 0.282ha, identified from an examination of aerial
Seaweed Point - 0.931ha, photographs, giving a total estimated area of
Kilcaimin - 0.005ha, Tawin 19.887ha. NB further unsurveyed areas mayhe
Island - 1.79%ha, Tyrone  present within the site, See coastal habitats
House- Dunbulcan Bay -  supporting document for further details
8.184ha, Kileenaran -~
0.271ha. See map 9
Habitat Ocourrence No decline, subject to See coastal habltats supporting document for further
distribution natural processes. See details
map 9 for known
distribution
Physical structure: Presence/ausence of Maintain/restore natural  See coastal habitats supporting document for further
sediment supply  physical bartlers dreulation of sediments detalls
and organic matter,
without any physical
obstructions
Physical structure:  Occurrence Maintain creek and pan Based on data from the SMP (McCorry, 2007;
creeks and pans structure, subject to McCony and Ryle, 2009). [Site-spedific infa.]. See
natural processes, coastal habitats supporting document for further
including erosion and details
succession
Physical structure: Hectares flooded; Malntain natural tidal Mediterranean salt meadows is found high up in the
flooding regime  frequency regime saltmarsh but requires occasional tidal inundation.
[Site-specific info.] See coastal habitats supporting
document for further details
Vegetation Occurrence Maintain range of coastal Based on data from SMP {McCorry, 2007; McCorry
structure: habitats including and Ryle, 2009). See ccastal habitats supporting
zonation transitional zones, subject  document for further detalls
to natural processes
including erosion and
sucoession
Vegetation Centimetres Maintain structural Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
structure: variation in the sward and Ryle, 2009). See coastal habitats supporting
vegetation helght document for further detalls
Vegetation Percentage coverata  Maintain more than 90%  Based on data from SMP (McConry, 2007; McCorry
structure: representative sample  of area outslde creeks and Ryle {2009). See coastal habitats supporting
vegetation cover  of monitoring stops vegetated document for further details
Vegetation Percentage coverata  Maintain range of sub- Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
composition: representative sample  communities with typical  and Ryle (2009). See coastal habitats supporting
typlcal species of monitoring stops species listed in SMP document for further details
and sub- {McCorry and Ryle, 2003)
communities
Vegetation Hectares There is currently no Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
structure: common cordgrass and Ryle, 2009). See coastal habitats supporting
negative indicator (Spartina englicg) in this  document for further details
species - Spartina SAC. Prevent
angfica o establishment of cordgrass B
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